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DIRECTIVE OF SLOVAK ACCREDITATION AGENCY FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
ON THE PROCEDURE FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF A CROSS-BORDER JOINT 

STUDY PROGRAMME BY THE EUROPEAN APPROACH  
 
Approved by the Executive Board of the Slovak Accreditation Agency for Higher Education 
(hereinafter the “Executive Board” and the “Agency”) pursuant to § 7 Art. 7 letter d) in 
conjunction with § 30a of Act No. 269/2018 Coll. on Quality Assurance in Higher Education 
and on Amendments and Supplements to Act No. 343/2015 Coll. on Public Procurement and 
on Amendments and Supplements to Certain Acts, as amended (hereinafter the “Act”): 
 
 

Article 1 
Introductory provisions 

 
1. This regulation governs the Agency’s procedure for the accreditation of a cross-border joint 

study programme by the European approach pursuant to § 30a of the Act. 
2. This regulation applies to proceedings in which a cross-border joint study programme is 

assessed according to the documents governing the procedures and standards of the 
European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes adopted within the 
European Higher Education Area and published on the website of the European Quality 
Assurance Register for Higher Education. 
 
 

Article 2 
Definition of terms 

 
For the purpose of this regulation: 

a) cross-border joint study programme (hereinafter “CBJSP”) means a study programme 
provided jointly by higher education institutions with registered offices in at least two 
countries, leading to the award of a joint, double, or multiple diploma or other 
document certifying completion of studies; 

b) European approach means the document European Approach for Quality Assurance 
of Joint Programmes (hereinafter “EA” or the “EA document”) of October 2014, 
approved by the ministers of the countries of the European Higher Education Area in 
May 2015 and published on the EQAR website1, the document Standards and 
Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area (hereinafter 
“ESG”)2 in its current wording and other related documents; 

c) cooperating higher education institutions means all higher education institutions that 
agree to deliver the CBJSP; 

d) coordinating higher education institution means the cooperating higher education 
institution authorised by the other cooperating higher education institutions to 
communicate with the Agency, submit documents, and receive documents in the 
proceedings. 

 
 

Article 3 
Standards 

 
1. The standards for the accreditation of a CBJSP by the European approach (hereinafter the 

“standards”) are set out in Part B, paragraphs 1 to 9 of the EA document. 
2. The prerequisite for granting accreditation to a CBJSP by the European approach is the 

 
1 https://www.eqar.eu/kb/joint-programmes 
2 https://www.enqa.eu/esg-standards-and-guidelines-for-quality-assurance-in-the-european-higher-
education-area 
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fulfilment of the requirements of the standards to the extent specified in Article 10 of this 
internal regulation. 

 
 

Article 4 
Submission of the application 

 
1. The application for accreditation of a CBJSP by the European approach shall be submitted 

to the Agency electronically through the coordinating higher education institution. 
2. The application may be submitted by a coordinating higher education institution with its 

registered office in the Slovak Republic or with its registered office outside the territory of 
the Slovak Republic. 

3. The application shall include, in particular: 
a) the name and other details of the CBJSP; 
b) identification details of all cooperating higher education institutions; 
c) identification details of the coordinating higher education institution; 
d) the country or countries in which the cooperating higher education institutions have 

their registered offices; 
e) the cooperation agreement on the delivery of the CBJSP; 
f) documents proving the eligibility of the cooperating higher education institutions to 

participate in the provision of the CBJSP and to award the relevant diploma or 
diplomas or other document or documents certifying completion of studies. 

4. The cooperation agreement pursuant to Article 4(3)(e) of this internal regulation shall 
regulate, in particular: 

a) the name of the degree or degrees to be awarded to graduates of the CBJSP; 
b) the division of responsibilities among the cooperating higher education institutions in 

the management and financial organisation of the CBJSP, including funding, 
allocation of costs and revenues, etc.; 

c) rules for the admission and selection of students; 
d) examination rules, methods of student assessment, rules for the recognition of credits, 

and procedures for awarding documents certifying completion of studies; 
e) rules for the mobility of students and teachers. 

 
 

Article 5 
Verification of eligibility 

 
1. After receiving the application, the Agency shall verify whether the cooperating higher 

education institutions meet the eligibility requirements under the European approach and 
under the legislation of the country in which they have their registered offices. 

2. Verification of eligibility shall include, in particular, verification of whether: 
a) the cooperating higher education institutions are recognised as higher education 

institutions by the competent authorities of the country in which they have their 
registered offices; 

b) the legislation of the country of their registered office allows them to participate in the 
delivery of the CBJSP; 

c) the cooperating higher education institutions are authorised to award the relevant 
diploma or diplomas or other document or documents certifying completion of studies; 

d) the diploma or diplomas or other document or documents certifying completion of 
studies proposed to be awarded belong to the higher education systems of the 
countries in which the cooperating higher education institutions have their registered 
offices. 

3. During the verification of eligibility, the Agency may communicate with relevant public 
authorities, national quality assurance agencies, or other competent entities in the countries 
in which the cooperating higher education institutions have their registered offices. 
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4. If the application or its annexes do not allow eligibility to be verified, the Agency shall invite 
the coordinating higher education institution to supplement the application within a 
reasonable time limit. 

5. If, even after the application has been supplemented, fulfilment of the eligibility requirements 
is not demonstrated, the Agency shall reject the application. 

6. If fulfilment of the eligibility requirements is demonstrated, the Agency shall invite the 
coordinating higher education institution to pay the fee for the Agency’s acts. If the 
coordinating higher education institution fails to pay the fee for the Agency’s acts within the 
specified time limit, the Agency shall reject the application by decision. 

7. The Agency shall, in agreement with the coordinating higher education institution, determine 
the deadline for submitting the Self-Evaluation Report and other documents so that the 
Review Panel has adequate time to assess them, but no later than 8 weeks before the site 
visit. 

 
Article 6 

Self-Evaluation Report 
 

1. The cooperating higher education institutions shall submit a joint Self-Evaluation Report to 
the Agency through the coordinating higher education institution. 

2. The Self-Evaluation Report has to be prepared jointly by all cooperating higher education 
institutions and has to demonstrate the joint character of the proposed CBJSP. 

3. The Self-Evaluation Report shall include, in particular: 
a) a description of the objectives and joint character of the CBJSP; 
b) a description of the position of the CBJSP in the national higher education systems of 

the countries in which the cooperating higher education institutions have their 
registered offices, including information on the relevant national frameworks of the 
cooperating institutions; 

c) demonstration of compliance with the standards pursuant to Article 3 of this internal 
regulation; 

d) a description of the intended learning outcomes of the CBJSP and their relationship 
to the relevant levels of qualification frameworks; 

e) a description of the structure of the CBJSP, the credit structure, mobility, and rules for 
student assessment; 

f) a description of the staffing, premises, material, technical, and information provision 
for the CBJSP; 

g) a description of student support; 
h) a description of joint internal quality assurance processes; 
i) a description of the manner in which information on the CBJSP is published; 
j) documents and evidence substantiating the statements made in the Self-Evaluation 

Report. 
4. The Self-Evaluation Report shall focus, in particular on the specific features of the CBJSP 

arising from its provision in more than one national higher education system. 
 

Article 7 
Review Panel 

 
1. The Agency shall establish a Review Panel to assess the CBJSP pursuant to § 8 of the Act 

and Part C, paragraph 2 of the EA document. 
2. The Review Panel shall have at least four members. 
3. As a rule, the Review Panel should include members from at least two countries whose 

higher education institutions participate in the provision of the CBJSP, where the nature of 
the proceedings and the availability of reviewers allow it. 

4. The Agency shall notify the cooperating higher education institutions of the composition of 
the Review Panel. The cooperating higher education institutions may raise a reasoned 
objection of bias against a member of the Review Panel pursuant to § 8(4) of the Act. 
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5. The Agency shall ensure that the members of the Review Panel are instructed on the 
purpose, scope, and specific features of the assessment of a CBJSP by the European 
approach. 

 
 

Article 8 
Site visit 

 
1. The Review Panel shall conduct a site visit pursuant to Part C, paragraph 3 of the EA 

document. 
2. As a rule, the site visit shall take place at the registered office of the coordinating higher 

education institution so as to enable an adequate assessment of the delivery of the CBJSP 
by all cooperating higher education institutions. 

3. In its assessment, the Review Panel has to take into account the delivery of the CBJSP in 
all locations in which it is to be delivered. 

4. The site visit shall include, in particular, meetings with: 
a) representatives of the management of the cooperating higher education institutions; 
b) persons responsible for the management and delivery of the CBJSP; 
c) teachers and other persons involved in delivering the CBJSP; 
d) students, where possible regarding the state of preparation or provision of the CBJSP; 
e) graduates, where relevant; 
f) representatives of employers, professional organisations, or other stakeholders, 

where relevant regarding the nature of the CBJSP. 
5. The site visit may be supplemented by online meetings where appropriate regarding the 

cross-border character of the CBJSP. 
6. During the site visit, the Review Panel shall verify the sufficient financial resources as well 

as the premises, material, technical, infrastructural, and institutional provision necessary to 
achieve the intended learning outcomes. 

 
 

Article 9 
Review Report 

 
1. The Review Panel shall prepare a Review Report pursuant to § 21 (5) of the Act and Part 

C, paragraph 4 of the EA document. 
2. In preparing the Review Report, the Review Panel shall base its work on the assessment 

of the application, the Self-Evaluation Report, supporting documents, the site visit, 
consultations with stakeholders, and other relevant documents. 

3. In the Review Report, the Review Panel shall state, in particular, the facts, evidence, 
analyses, and conclusions by which it verifies and evaluates whether the higher education 
institutions meet the requirements of the standards. 

4. The Review Panel shall prepare the Review Report no later than 6 weeks after the site visit. 
5. The Agency shall deliver the draft Review Report to the coordinating higher education 

institution for comments on factual findings. 
6. The cooperating higher education institutions may submit factual comments on the draft 

Review Report through the coordinating higher education institution within the time limit set 
by the Agency. 

7. The Review Panel shall evaluate the factual comments received and, after their evaluation, 
submit the final Review Report to the Agency. 

8. The Agency shall deliver the Final Review Report to the coordinating higher education 
institution. The cooperating higher education institutions may submit a statement on the 
Review Report through the coordinating higher education institution pursuant to the Act. 
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Article 10 
Decision-making on accreditation 

 
1. The Agency shall decide on the accreditation of the CBJSP on the basis of the Review 

Report, the statement of the cooperating higher education institutions, and other documents 
in the proceedings. 

2. The Agency may decide to: 
a) grant accreditation without conditions; 
b) grant accreditation with conditions; 
c) not grant accreditation. 

3. The Agency shall decide to grant accreditation without conditions if the CBJSP meets the 
standards and no deficiencies have been identified that would require the imposition of 
conditions. 

4. The Agency shall decide to grant accreditation with conditions if the CBJSP meets the 
standards to a substantial extent and the deficiencies identified do not prevent the provision 
of the CBJSP, are remediable within a specified time limit, and their remediation can be 
verified by a subsequent procedure under this regulation. 

5. The conditions pursuant to paragraph 4 must be formulated precisely, comprehensibly, 
verifiably, and within a specified time frame. A decision to grant accreditation with conditions 
shall include, in particular: 

a) the definition of the conditions; 
b) the reasons for imposing them; 
c) the deadline for their fulfilment; 
d) the manner in which their fulfilment is to be demonstrated. 

6. The Agency shall decide not to grant accreditation if the CBJSP does not meet the 
standards and the deficiencies identified are of such a nature or intensity that they cannot 
be remedied by imposing conditions pursuant to paragraph 4. 

7. In its decision, the Agency may also include recommendations for the further development 
of the CBJSP. Recommendations shall not constitute conditions of the decision. 

8. Accreditation shall be granted for a period of six years. The period for which accreditation 
is granted shall be stated in the Agency’s decision. 

 
 

Article 11 
Objections 

 
1. In its decision, the Agency shall inform the cooperating higher education institutions of the 

possibility of submitting objections, the time limit for submitting them, and the method of 
submission. 

2. The cooperating higher education institutions may submit objections against the Agency’s 
decision through the coordinating higher education institution pursuant to § 22 of the Act 
within 15 working days of delivery of the decision. 

3. The Appeals Committee shall decide on the objections within 60 days of their delivery to 
the Agency and shall also issue the decision within that period. If the Appeals Committee 
does not decide on the objections and issue the decision within that period, the Agency’s 
decision shall be deemed to have been upheld. 

4. The Agency’s decision shall become final on the day following the deliberately missed 
deadline for submitting objections or on the day on which the coordinating higher education 
institution delivers to the Agency a written notice waiving the right to submit objections. If 
objections are submitted against the Agency’s decision, the Agency’s decision shall become 
final on the day of delivery to the coordinating higher education institution of the Appeals 
Committee’s statement upholding the Agency’s decision. 
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Article 12 
Publication 

 
1. After the Agency’s decision has become final, the Agency shall publish the Agency’s 

decision and the Review Report on its website. 
2. The Agency shall ensure publication of the decision in the European Database of External 

Quality Assurance Results (DEQAR). 
 
 

Article 13 
Follow-up processes and periodicity 

 
1. If the Agency decides to grant accreditation with conditions, it shall be authorised to verify 

their fulfilment. 
2. The cooperating higher education institutions shall submit documents proving fulfilment of 

the conditions through the coordinating higher education institution. 
3. The Agency shall verify fulfilment of the conditions, in particular on the basis of the submitted 

documents; where necessary, it may request additional documents, hold a meeting with the 
cooperating higher education institutions, or carry out an additional assessment. 

4. If the Agency includes recommendations in its decision, it may request the cooperating 
higher education institutions to provide information on the measures adopted on their basis. 

5. The CBJSP shall be subject to periodic assessment every six years. 
 
 

Article 14 
Final provisions 

 
This internal regulation shall become valid and effective upon its approval by the Executive 
Board of the Agency on 9 July 2026. 
 
 
Bratislava, 9. July 2026 
 
 
   

        prof. Ing. Robert Redhammer, PhD.      
            Chairman of the Executive Board 

 


